
Activities to help your students get the most  
from ‘History Rocks: Women in Law’ 

LEARNING KIT

History Rocks: 
Women in Law  

tells the story of the 
Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act and 
celebrates all the 

women who’ve made 
legal history since the 
law was passed.  The 
book was illustrated 
by primary school 

children and created 
by the Guy Fox team 
in partnership with 

Blackstone Chambers. 

If you need copies of the book 
for your school, please contact 

us via www.guyfox.org.uk. 



Introduction to the Book
This book tells how the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act of 1919 

was passed and how women have 
made legal history since then.

This book also includes helpful infographics, including  
‘A Century of Laws Affecting Women’ and ‘How a Law is Passed’.

Inside, you’ll find:
• What Life Was Like in 1919
• How the Sex Disqualification  

(Removal) Act was Passed
• History Makers – amazing women  

who’ve made legal history!
• How YOU Can Make a Difference



What is in this Learning Kit?
CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Designed for exploring and discussing together,  
using a monitor or projector and screen.

 Getting Started : A Few Words
 Activity Ideas

POSTERS
Designed to print for your students.

 A Century of Laws
 How a Law is Passed 
 Our Member of Parliament

BUT FIRST THINGS FIRST!
You, dear educator, should read the book!  

If you need a copy, please scan the QR code,  
or visit our Blackstone partnership page: 
www.guyfox.org.uk/blackstone/



Getting Started : A Few Words

Let’s explore:



Questions:

What is an MP?

How does an MP get 
his or her job?

What does an MP do?
(Anybody want to guess?)



What is an MP?
An MP is a Member of Parliament,  

who represents a constituency  
in the House of Commons.
How does an MP get his or her job?

A Member of Parliament is elected  
by the voters in their constituency.

What does an MP do?
An MP creates and debates new laws; an MP 

helps people living in their constituency. 



BONUS QUESTION!

Do you know who your MP is?

If not, you can look it up on
www.theyworkforyou.com



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from a  
17th-century word for  
‘person who appoints  
or elects someone’

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“con + STIT + oo + 
ent + see”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



Part of Speech:

noun

In the book: 
We mention the constituencies that Margaret Thatcher,  

Betty Boothroyd and Shabana Mahmoud have represented  
as Members of Parliament.

Definition: What does it mean?

a region of voters that elect an 
MP to represent them in the 

House of Commons



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?

Vocabulary Builder :

constituent
constitute

statute



Questions:

What is a peer?

How does a peer get 
his or her job?

What does a peer do?
(Anybody want to guess?)



What is a peer?
A peer is a person who serves in 

 the House of Lords.
How does a peer get his or her job?

A peer is appointed by the government, and 
has the job until he or she dies.  

What does a peer do?
A peer creates and debates new laws. 



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from the Medieval 
Latin ‘bulla’, meaning 
‘lump’. The ‘bulla’ was 

the seal on official 
documents. Over time, 
the word became ‘bill’.

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“bill”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 
We discuss the passage of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act, 
which was introduced as a Bill in the House of Commons by David 

Lloyd George’s government in 1919.

Definition: What does it mean?

a proposal for a new law,  
(or a proposal to change an existing law)  
that is presented in Parliament

Part of Speech:

noun



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from the Old 
French ‘assentir’ 

which means ‘agree 
to’ or ‘consent’ 

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“Ass + ent”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



Part of Speech:

noun

In the book: 
We detail each step of the law-making process; the Royal Assent is 

the final step. Once a bill gets assent, it is enacted as a law.

Definition: What does it mean?

final approval for a bill  
to become a law 



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?

Vocabulary Builder :

consent
dissent

sentiment



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from the Latin 
‘actus’ which means 

‘a thing that has been 
done’ or ‘something set 

in motion’.

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“act”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 
We discuss the passage of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act, 
which was introduced as a Bill in the House of Commons by David 

Lloyd George’s government in 1919.

Definition: What does it mean?

a Law passed by Parliament, 
which is enforceable 

Part of Speech:

noun



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?

Vocabulary Builder :

enact
action

activate



Ideas for Your Classroom
Bring ‘History Rocks: Women in Law’ to life with your pupils:

1. Hold an Election or Referendum
Ask students to run for election as an MP. Create a ballot, 
hold a secret vote, and see what the result is. Alternatively, 
choose an issue for a referendum; allow all students to vote 

for or against, then implement the result.

Extending this Activity:
Using a random selection, appoint half of your students as peers in the 

House of Lords. Their appointment is for life. They advise on laws.

The remaining students are “elected” to be Members of Parliament in 
the House of Commons. They must seek re-election every five years. 
They create, debate and pass laws, as well as help the people in their 

constituency.

As a group, debate the pros and cons of this situation.  
Is this a good way to govern a country? Is this a democracy? 



Ideas for Your Classroom
Bring ‘History Rocks: Women in Law’ to life with your pupils:

2. History Maker Presentations
Ask your students to: 

a. Choose one of the History Makers in the book  
(or find someone else who’s made legal history!);

b. Research the History Maker;

and

c. Make a presentation to the class, including 
information about the History Maker’s life and career, 
photos or artwork, and her impact on the Legal World;

and

d. Be prepared to answer other students’ questions.



Ideas for Your Classroom
Bring ‘History Rocks: Women in Law’ to life with your pupils:

3. Make a Difference
As a class, make a list of issues that concern you.

Choose one issue to focus on  
(maybe through a referendum).

Brainstorm what you, as a group, can do to  
‘Do Something’ about the issue.

This may include taking action, contacting your MP, 
enlisting the support of journalists or local government,  

and developing a plan then implementing it. 


