
Activities to help your students get the most  
from ‘History Rocks: Magna Carta’ 

LEARNING KIT

History Rocks: 
Magna Carta  

tells the story of how 
King John was forced 
to seal Magna Carta 
in June 1215 – and 
what Magna Carta 

has inspired! 

The book was 
illustrated by primary 

school children 
and created by the 
Guy Fox team in 
partnership with 

Blackstone Chambers. 

If you need copies of the book 
for your school, please contact 

us via www.guyfox.org.uk. 



Introduction to the Book
On 15th June 1215, King John was forced to seal Magna Carta.  

This book explains the events that led to that moment –  
and how Magna Carta has impacted 

human rights around the world.

This book also includes diagrams, explainer graphics and puzzles.

Inside, you’ll find:
• What Life Was Like in the Middle Ages
• The Feudal System
• Timeline of Events
• The Story of Magna Carta – and its impact 

on human rights around the world



What is in this Learning Kit?
CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Designed for exploring and discussing together,  
using a monitor or projector and screen.

 Explore the Feudal System
 Create a Feudal System!
 Gallery of Human Rights
 Fair or Unfair?

WORKSHEETS
Designed to print for your students.

 The Feudal System
 Feudal System Role Play
 Gallery of Human Rights Activists

BUT FIRST THINGS FIRST!
You, dear educator, should read the book!  

If you need a copy, please scan the QR code,  
or visit our Blackstone partnership page: 
www.guyfox.org.uk/blackstone/



Read about the Feudal System  
in ‘History Rocks: Magna Carta’  
and explore the Feudal System. 

Ask students to complete the Feudal 
System Worksheet ( )  
and discuss as a group.

Explore the Feudal System



Photocopy Worksheet  as needed. Cut along the dotted lines 
to make role cards. 

There should only be one king and one pope. Fold each card, 
put it in a hat, then ask students to select a card at random. 

Whichever card they choose is their role in the Feudal System!

Ask students about their lives in their role:

Would you be rich or poor?

How would you earn money? 

Would you be free?

Who would have power over you? 

Is the Feudal System a fair system? 

Would you be happy living in the Feudal System?

Create a Feudal System!



One of Magna Carta’s most important legacies is 
the idea of Human Rights. Discuss ‘Human Rights’ 

with your students. 

What does ‘Human Rights’ mean  
and how can we support its cause?
Photocopy the Gallery of Human Rights Worksheet ( ).  

Assign (or ask students to choose) a human rights activist to 
research. Give them time to learn all about that person, and 
then ask each student to make a presentation to the class. 

If students prefer, they can choose a person  
who is not included in our gallery. 

Gallery of Human Rights



Make a line in your classroom, with ‘Extremely Fair’ at one end 
and ‘Extremely Unfair’ at the other. Read out the following 

events, and ask students to stand on the line at the spot that 
represents how they feel about the event. Once everyone 

takes a position, ask students why they have taken that stance. 
Encourage respectful debate.

Events 
1) The king makes a law that all trees should be cut down  

and used as firewood for his castle. 

2) A peasant must give all of her food to the Church. 

3) The king decides to go to war in another country  
and makes all the barons’ sons fight in his army. 

4) A peasant wants to get married,  
but his baron won’t give him permission.

5) The king puts a baron in prison for sneezing too close to him.

6) A peasant, who is injured in a farm accident,  
is evicted from his home because he can’t pay his rent.

Fair or Unfair?


