
Activities to help your students get the most from  
‘How the World REALLY Works: Our Legal System’ 

LEARNING KIT

How the World 
REALLY Works: 

Our Legal System is 
a simple illustrated 
guide to the Legal 
System of England 

& Wales. It was 
illustrated by primary 

school children 
and created by the 
Guy Fox team in 
partnership with 

Blackstone Chambers. 

If you need copies of the book 
for your school, please contact 

us via www.guyfox.org.uk. 



Introduction to the Book
This book explores the Legal System of England & Wales.

This book also features helpful diagrams, including  
‘Court Hierarchy’ and ‘Solicitor versus Barrister’.

Inside, you’ll find:
• What is a Legal System?

• What does a Legal System do?

• How did our Legal System 
develop? (A history lesson!) 

• How does our Legal  
System work now?

• A glossary that explains  
legal words in the text.



What is in this Learning Kit?
CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Designed for exploring and discussing together,  
using a monitor or projector and screen.

 Getting Started : A Few Words
 People in our Legal System (pairs with )

WORKSHEET
Designed to print for your students.

 People in Our Legal System Diagram

BUT FIRST THINGS FIRST!
You, dear educator, should read the book!  

If you need a copy, please scan the QR code,  
or visit our Blackstone partnership page: 

www.guyfox.org.uk/blackstone/



Getting Started : A Few Words

Let’s explore:



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from Latin
juris = the Law

diction = to speak

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“joor + is + dik + shuhn”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 

‘Jurisdiction’ describes the area that is under the authority of our 
Legal System. Our Legal System’s jurisdiction is England & Wales. 

Definition: What does it mean?

The community that is governed  
by a legal system; or

the authority of a court



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?

Vocabulary Builder :

jurisprudence
jury



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from Old  
French preceder –   
“to lead the way,  
or exist before”

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“press + ee + dent”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 

A ‘precedent’ describes a court decision that came before,  
which has become a guide for future decisions. 

Definition: What does it mean?

A court decision that has 
been taken that is binding  

on other decisions



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. When words start 
with ‘pre’, what does 
that mean?

Vocabulary Builder :

precede
preceding

precedence



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from Latin
crimin = accusation  

of wrongdoing

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“crimm + in + ull”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun or adjective



In the book: 

We mostly use it as an adjective! 

The book discusses ‘Criminal’ Cases and Courts, which is one part of 
the Legal System. The other part includes Civil Cases and Courts. 

Definition: What does it mean?

An adjective describing matters 
of crime or harm to society



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Why is this a useful 
word to know?

Vocabulary Builder :

crime



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from Latin
cîvîlis = relating  

to citizens

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“SIV + ull”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

adjective



In the book: 
The book discusses ‘Civil’ Cases and Courts, which is one part of the 
Legal System. The other part includes Criminal Cases and Courts. 

Definition: What does it mean?

An adjective describing matters 
of how people live together 
safely and fairly in society



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU 
illustrate this word?

2. Have you heard this 
word used in non-
legal ways?

Vocabulary Builder :

uncivil
civilisation



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from Latin
sollicito = 
“I bother” 

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“suh + LISSit + urr”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 
A ‘solicitor’ is a lawyer who does not usually make an argument in 

court; he or she advises the client on options, and, if the case goes to 
court, the solicitor finds a barrister to argue the case.

Definition: What does it mean?

A lawyer who specialises in an 
area of Law and advises clients 

on legal matters 



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU illustrate this word?

2. Review the diagram on pages 98 - 99. 
Would you rather be a solicitor or a 
barrister? Why?



Etymology: What are its origins?

Comes from  
Middle English 

barrester 

Pronunciation: How do you say it?

“BARE + iss + tur”

Definition: 

What does it mean?
(Anybody want to guess?)

Part of Speech:

noun



In the book: 
A ‘barrister’ is a lawyer who makes an argument in court.

Definition: What does it mean?

A lawyer who argues cases  
in a court



Group Discussion:

1. How would YOU illustrate this word?

2. Review the diagram on pages 98 - 99. 
Would you rather be a solicitor or a 
barrister? Why?



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

Let’s start with People Who Use  
the Law to Make Things Happen!

Solicitor
A type of lawyer who specialises in an area of 

the Law and helps clients in legal matters. 



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Use the Law  
to Make Things Happen!

Solicitor
Some solicitors specialise in Dispute Resolution. 

They help their clients when they have a 
disagreement with someone else.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Use the Law  
to Make Things Happen!

Civil Barrister
If a dispute needs to go to court, a barrister 

represents the client in front of the judge. Each side 
of the dispute has its own solicitor and barrister!



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Use the Law  
to Make Things Happen!

Civil Barrister
If a dispute needs to go to court, a barrister 

represents the client in front of the judge. Each side 
of the dispute has its own solicitor and barrister!



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Use the Law  
to Make Things Happen!

Civil Judge
A judge in a Civil Court listens to each barrister’s 

arguments and decides on a verdict.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

Next, let’s learn about People 
Who Help Defend the Law!

Police
The police arrest people who break the Law and 

investigate crimes.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Help Defend the Law!

Criminal Barrister (for the Defence)
A criminal barrister represents the  

accused person in a criminal court trial.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Help Defend the Law!

Criminal Barrister (for the Prosecution)
A criminal barrister represents society 

in the criminal court trial.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Help Defend the Law!

Criminal Court Judge
A judge presides over the criminal court trial and, after 
each barrister has made arguments, instructs the jury.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

Finally, let’s learn about People 
Who Make the Law!

Member of Parliament
A Member of Parliament (‘MP’) introduces new acts  

and debates them in the House of Commons.



	 People in Our Legal System	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Make the Law!

Member of the House of Lords
A Member of the House of Lords (‘Peer’) introduces new 

acts and debates them in the House of Lords.



	 People in Our Legal System
This activity pairs with Worksheet A.

People Who Make the Law!

Monarch
The reigning monarch (king or queen) gives Royal 

Assent which makes the act a Law.
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These People Help Defend 

the Law!These People Make 

the Law!

These People Use the Law to Make Things Happen!

Arrests people who 
break the Law and 
investigates crimes.

Represents society in a 
criminal court trial.

Represents the 
accused person in a 
criminal court trial.

Introduces new acts 
and debates them in 

the House of Commons.

Gives the Royal Assent which 
makes the act a Law.

Hears the criminal court 
trial and instructs the jury.

Introduces new acts and debates 
them in the House of Lords.

Specialises in an area of 
the Law and helps clients 

in legal matters.
Specialises in an area 
of the Law and helps 

clients in legal matters. Represents a client in 
a civil court case.

Represents a client in 
a civil court case.

Hears the civil court case 
and decides on a verdict.

STUDENT WORKSHEET

The People  
in Our  

Legal System

Download a printable version of this from 
www.guyfox.org.uk/GuyFoxFunSheets/LearningKit-LegalSystem-Printables202502.pdf


