It's MY turn
to play the
harpsichord!

George frideric Handel was born in Halle, Germany. His father (78N 0
N

was a barber-surgeon, who wanted him to become a lawyer; his
mother, on the other hand, encouraged George's love of music.

Legend has it, young George was a secret clavichord Did You Know...?

player — practising in the attic at night because his In 1704, George had a dispute with Johann Mattheson, which led to a swordfight!
father did not approve of his music. By chance, the Johann struck George on the chest, and a large button on his coat stopped the blade.
Duke of Saxe-Weissenfels heard George playing the Afterwards, George & Johann became lifelong friends.

orgah and convinced his father to support his musical education. So George was

tutored b_y. organist and ?OmPoser Fr«ecl‘rtCR Wilhelm Zach‘ow. | and short-tempered; apparently, he once HANDEL'S GREATEST HITS
George tried to please his dad; he studied Law at the (lmve,rStt:y ?\C.Hal(e, but threatened to throw the soprano Francesca Water Music (1717)

drOPPed out. h'\ (704, {'\e f")OVed to Hamburs anhd worked asS a V(Ol“\lSt and CuZZOf\i out a window, because S"\C re\cuSed George composed ‘Water Music’ to be played on the royal

) ) barge, as it traveled along the River Thames. Apparently,
to S(hs {‘\IS SOhg! King George | liked it so much, he ordered the barge to do

W he,n ,\e was 37 years o ld 1[\6 had a stroke the journey again — so that he could hear it twice.

H.\at Para(.y sed {“S arm. Later iy “‘F@, he went George comp%sii?éjiihfgiss: g? ’i:z)corona’cion of

blind after a botched cataract operation. In King George 1. You've probably heard this masic on royal
. ions, [l as in fil televisi rts.

l‘\lS ﬁnal years) *\e a’ctended C‘\QFC{'\ resu(ar(y occasions, as well as in films and television adverts

harpsichordist at the Theater am Géansemarkt (‘Theatre at the Goose Market).
That's where he first started composing music.

In (706, George moved to Venice, where he worked with hotable composers and
learned the Italian style of opera. He also met Charles Montagu, a British envoy,
and Prince Ernst August of Hanover. He was invited to Hanover and also to London.

In (710, he visited Hahover. at St George’s, Hanover Square and reflected B Nges:iaixr(lﬂi\)c _
. . . - . . e ‘Messiah’ is George Handel’s most famous work, whic
In Hanover, George was introduced to the court of Georg Ludwig (the future on his legacy. We wonder if he ever imagined [ he wrote in 24 days! The oratorio tells the story of Jesus
K"n Georde | of England). He was offered the post of : . | and is often performed and played during the Christmas
D]d You KnOW..-? ’? ( 3 ) 5 (d ¢ ‘l‘ l d ({.\ hph JQSt {\OW srahd ft would be! season. There's a story that King George || was so moved
After I moved to London ape meister, at a sa ary ot (,000 thaler (whic WC' Geo‘..ge' Fr"der"c Hande( is best known for by The Halle:cl:\gah Cho;f;\haf he sﬁ:ﬁ\u& And of :OJ:\rs:’.,
’ : : ? . L , R ) A . everyone in the room did the same! Whether or not that's
I changed my hame! estimate to be about £500,000 in toda'y s mohey). T"\e l"\eSStah bUt) dul"‘f\s "\(S ((‘Fe'hh')e, AC‘S a fact, the audience still stands up when The Hallelujah
But George didnt accept the job; instead, in & Galatea’ was his most popular opera. It Chorus is performed.
(712, he accep’ced Charles Mon’cagu’s was his first work in Eng["sl-\) and it was Arrival Of The Queen Of Sheba (1748)
TN . This sinfonia from the opera ‘Solomon’ brings to life the
invitation ahd moved Per{ormed more H"ah 70 t‘mes be,x’-'ore, he’ hectic preparations for the arrival of the queen. It was
to London, where he died. SOh‘)e Peop[e H‘\lf\k it s {'\IS fT)OS't PCFFCC'(T played at the Opening Ceremony of the 2012 London
, ) o Olympics and the Coronation of King Charles Ill. Youll
found great success as work; once you've heard it, you can decide if | often hear it at weddings, too.
composer. ' l

a composer Yyou agree with them! Music for the Royal Fireworks (1749)
Geor9e was hard- George composed this music to celebrate the end of the
. . . . War of the Austrian Succession. It includes trumpet
working, demanding To learn more about George Frideric Handel, fanfares and lots of dramming, to convey the power and

visit https:/ / handelhehdrix.org importance of the occasion.
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